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Dear Golfers, Sponsors, and Volunteers,

On behalf of our ESGVJCC Board of Directors, Staff and Akimatsuri Golf
Committee, I would like to welcome you all to our 2026 ESGVJCC George
Sugimoto Golf Tournament, held today at the beautiful Via Verde County Club in
San Dimas.

I would personally like to thank all the participating golfers, all the volunteers
helping today, along with all our generous sponsors and donors who have
graciously supported, not only this year, but in years past. Without all of your
support, we would not be able to have been as successful in raising the funds for
the ESGVJCC to continue to operate.

George Sugimoto was a Japanese American icon who was always willing to do
whatever it took to support our community, especially the ESGVJCC. With that
commitment in mind, George was deeply dedicated to the success of the
ESGVJCC Annual Golf Tournament. He loved golf and supported our tournament
for many, many years.

Unfortunately, with his passing last year, we lost not only a tremendous supporter,
but also our family patriarch. We will deeply miss George and all that he meant to
our family and community. For that reason, we have decided to rename our Golf
Tournament in his honor.

From this year forward, our tournament will be named the ESGVJCC George
Sugimoto Golf Tournament. This is one way we can continue to honor George,
celebrate his legacy, and keep his memory alive for many years to come.

Sincerely,

Tim Itatani
President, ESGVJCC Board of Directors

Welcome from the
ESGVJCC President!



Robert Amano
Dawn Kiko Cheng
Joanne Dodson

Jim Friesen
Keith Inatomi
Grant Iwata
Joy Kitaura

Susie Kozono

Michi Lew
Iso Nakasato

Kim Nakashima
Wesley Nobuta
Michelle Okawa
Barbara Shirota

Kiyomi Takemoto
Dave Yamahata

MEMBERS AT LARGE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Tim Itatani, President

Karen Ogawa, Co-Vice President
Grace Richardson, Co-Vice President

Richard Sato, Co-Vice President
Denise Akune, Secretary
AJ Kamimura, Treasurer

Phillip Komai, Parliamentarian

ESGVJCC STAFF
Pearl Omiya, Executive Director
Tina Asano, Executive Assistant

Melissa Kozono, Program Director
Mary Nagakawa, Marketing Coordinator

Scott Kawachi, Office Manager
Bryce Middo, Events/Programs Coordinator

Victoria Castellanos, Events/Programs Coordinator



The East San Gabriel Valley Japanese Community Center is a not for profit
organization dedicated to fostering and preserving the cultural heritage unique to
Japanese American ancestry; and to serve the community through social services,
artistic, recreational, and educational programs.

Eijiro Machina, a first generation Japanese in America, dreamed of a bridge that
would keep his children and their children connected to the culture and traditions
of their ancestral birthplace. To build this bridge, he offered a gift of his land in
1936. This bridge became the ESGVJCC (East San Gabriel Valley Japanese
Community Center, Inc.).

Today, the ESGVJCC bridges culture, family, and community; and stands as a
vibrant Japanese American regional cultural and community organization that
spans across the greater Los Angeles County, Inland Empire and Orange County. It
is home to over 30 cultural, educational, artistic, recreational and social programs
serving over 1,000 families.

Once an ethnic enclave, insulated from the surrounding community, the ESGVJCC
now bridges outward and partners with the City of West Covina to host the annual
City of West Covina Cherry Blossom Festival; the Sister City association of West
Covina and Ohtawara, Japan; and the annual summer student exchange program
between the two cities. It bridges with Japanese American institutions to
collaborate on the design and delivery of innovative and essential programs and
services for the community; such as the annual community Cherry Blossom Festival
and Health Fair hosted in close partnership with Plaza West Covina.

The future of the ESGVJCC is reflected by the dynamic combination of the
increasing diversity within the Japanese American community; the broad attraction
to Japanese cultural traditions; and involvement in community based social
services, artistic, recreational and educational programs.

But, as it was in the beginning, so it will be in the future. The emergent ESGVJCC
will remain a bridge: now open to all—to experience, to celebrate and to be inspired
by the beauty, the uniqueness and the joy of the Japanese American culture.

Mission Statement



Thank you to the following companies and individuals
who helped coordinate and generously donated to the

2026 ESGVJCC George Sugimoto Golf Tournament!

The Golf Tournament Committee would also like to
thank the following volunteers for their time and effort

at this year’s tournament!

Special Thanks

Denise Akune
Tim Itatani

Aki Kamimura
Phillip Komai
Susie Kozono
Roger Nakano

Glenn Nakatani
Wesley Nobuta

Don Nose
Nancy Okubo
Lisa Sugimoto

David Yamahata

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE

VOLUNTEERS
AJ Kamimura
Aya Kamimura

Helen Yamahata



In addition, the Golf Tournament Committee would also like to thank
the following programs and companies for their contributions to this

year’s on-course goodie bags and refreshments.

Special Thanks

GOODIE BAGS & ON-COURSE REFRESHMENTS
Bob Amano

Cherrystones
Roger Dunn

Eibu Kan Goju Ryu Karate-do
ESGVJCC

ESGVJCC Ballroom Dance
ESGVJCC Leisure Club

House Foods Holding USA INC.
JACom Credit Union

JFC International and Upper Crust Enterprises, Inc.
JSL Foods, Inc.
King’s Hawaiian

Mutual Trading Corporation/Takara Sake USA
Roberto’s Hot Sauce

Sabers Youth Basketball Organization
San Gabriel Valley Chapter JACL

Sanyo Foods
U.S. Bank Gardena

West Covina Buddhist Temple
West Covina Kimekomi Doll Class

Yaegaki Corporations



Finally, the Golf Tournament Committee is also thankful towards the donors and companies
who have generously donated prizes to this year’s Virtual Silent Auction and Super Raffle! 

Denise Akune
Almond Cow

Apolis
Aurdeayi
Benihana

Bishamon Group Restaurants
BJ's Brewhouse
Black Bear Diner

Boulder Creek Golf Club
Bradford Portraits

The Broad
Brookside Golf Course

Cabrillo Marine Aquarium
California Hotel & Casino
California Pizza Kitchen

California Science Center
Charles Shaw Wine

The Cheesecake Factory Pasadena
Cherrystones

Costco - City of Industry
Disney

Dixon Golf
Don Francisco Coffee F Gavina & Sons

Eden In Love
Eibu Kan Goju Ryu Karate-Do

ESGVJCC
ESGVJCC Gakuen

FOCO

FUNBOX Arcadia
Golf N' Stuff Norwalk

Green Street Restaurant
Headgear Classics

Hidden Canyon Riders
Hollywood Wax Museum

The Huntington
Ike's Sandwiches

Keith Inatomi
Irvine Park Railroad

Tim and Sandy Itatani
Japangeles

Jet Pens
Aki Kamimura

Kate Spade
Kidspace Children's Museum

Kings Hawaiian
Katsuhide Kinjo

Phillip Komai
Mark Komoda

The Kozono Family
Lazy Dog Restaurant & Bar - West Covina

Longo Toyota
Loungefly

Lucille's Smokehouse BBQ
Lululemon
Majestic

Marconi Automotive Museum

Special Thanks

VIRTUAL SILENT AUCTION & SUPER RAFFLE PRIZES



Ann Miyagi
Miyako Hotel Los Angeles

MLB
Mountain Meadows Golf Club

Roger Nakano
Wes Nobuta

Don Nose
Oakley

Michelle Okawa
Owala

Pacific Park
Pala Casino Spa Resort

Pasadena Ice Skating Center
Passion Planner

Portillo’s
PRP Wine International California

Rafu Shimpo
Roger Dunn

Rooftop Cinema Club
Sachiko Studio

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art
Santa Ana Zoo

Soboba Casino Resort

South Point Hotel, Casino, & Spa
Starbucks

Starlight Cinemas Whittier
Star Wars

The Sugimoto Family Foundation
TaylorMade

Tepeyac Restaurant & Tequila Bar
Terasaki Budokan

Top Golf Montebello
Tozai Sake

Trader Joe’s
TravisMathew

Universal Studios Hollywood
WinCraft

Woodford Reserve
Yaegaki Corporations

Yama Sushi Marketplace
Dave and Helen Yamahata

Yamato
Yeti

Zillions Gift

Finally, the Golf Tournament Committee is also thankful towards the donors and companies
who have generously donated prizes to this year’s Virtual Silent Auction and Super Raffle! 

Special Thanks

VIRTUAL SILENT AUCTION & SUPER RAFFLE PRIZES



Tee Sponsors

DIAMOND | $3,000
The Hatakeyama Family

Phillip Komai
Kondo Wealth Advisors

The Shirota, Yanase, Arnheim Familes
The Sugimoto Family Foundation

Thomas Umemoto
David Yamahata

TITANIUM | $1,000
Tim & Sandy Itatani
JACom Credit Union

Glenn & Jean Nakatani
U.S. Bank

GOLD | $500
Fukui Mortuary

Sabers Youth Basketball Organization
Michelle Shimohara

West Covina Buddhist Temple

SILVER | $300
Fia Insurance Services, Inc.

The Omiya-Sario Family



Tee Sponsors

BRONZE | $100-$200
The Akune Family

Auntie Anne’s (Montclair)
ESGVJCC Gakuen 

ESGVJCC Kishin Daiko
ESGVJCC Leisure Club

Russell & Nancy Hombo
The Kozono Family

Jennifer Lee
Longo Toyota

Melvin & Teruyo Omiya
Kimberly Nakashima

Thomas & Mayra Puchalski
Grace Richardson

San Gabriel Nursery & Florist
Naomi Suenaka-Derr

Kent and Nancy Suzuki
David Yamashita

Troy Yoshida

FRIENDSHIP | $50
Eibu Kan Goju Ryu Karate-Do

ESGVJCC Ballroom
San Gabriel Valley Chapter JACL
West Covina Kimekomi Doll Class

Kazumi Williams
James Yamada



Golfers

Peter Aoyama
Gene Ausili

Justin Carroll
Gabriel Chacara

JJ Chacara
Gloria Corral
Derek Escano

Graham Everett
Sam Garcia
Ray Gomez

Gus Gonzalez
Danny Guerrero
Jon Gusukuma

Richard Han
Kenny Hankawa
Kris Hatakeyama

Dave Higashi
Go Hoashi

Steven Igarashi
Rob Iwamoto

Scott Iwamoto
Koki Kasai
Rob Keyes
Joy Kitaura
Joe Klein

Kim Kodani
Mickey Komai
Terry Komatsu

Kento Koyama
Sam Kozono

David Lee
Ryan Lee

Ray Maekawa
Kay Maemura
Ko Maemura
Darin Maki

Matt Masciandaro
Ryan Moreno

Sophia Moreno
Brenton Mori

Roger Nakano
Wes Nobuta
Diego Ochoa
Keith Ogata
Tracy Okida

Nancy Okubo
Kevin Onishi
Jun Osumi

Derek Otoide
Eduardo Park
Jeff Puchalski
John Puchalski
Kevin Puchalski
Paul Puchalski
Tom Puchalski
Larry Quintana

Wing Quon
Chris Ruiz

Alton Sakado
Kirk Seo

Ray Steward
Tom Summers

Kent Suzuki
David Taguchi

Ryan Takayama
Roy Takemura
Dennis Tanabe

Hak Tea
Meng Tea
Neng Tea

Bob Thompson
Kevin Togami

Scott Umemoto
Tom Umemoto

Steve Underwood
Rick Watkins
Tom Watters

Raymond Wells
Bruce Whang

Jeff Won
Takeshi Yamada
David Yamahata
Adam Yonamine





















































CONNECT WITH US
Follow, like, subscribe to us!

MISSION STATEMENT
The East San Gabriel Valley Japanese Community Center is a

not for profit organization dedicated to fostering and
preserving the cultural heritage unique to Japanese American

ancestry; and to serving the community through social
services, artistic, recreational, and educational programs.

CONTACT
East San Gabriel Valley Japanese Community Center

1203 W Puente Ave
West Covina, CA 91790

esgvjcc.org
info@esgvjcc.org
(626) 960-2566
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